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1 Purpose of the report 

1.1 To provide additional information in respect of the Council’s non regulated car 
parks being devolved to the Township Committees. 

 
2 Recommendations 

2.1 The report of the Highways Scrutiny Study Group to the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee made recommendations that the responsibility for the management 
and maintenance, including on-going maintenance and upkeep costs to keep 
the free car parks ‘fit for purpose’, be devolved to the Council’s Township 
Committee’s. These recommendations were also put to Cabinet as part of the 
Parking Services Review.   
 

2.2 Township Committees, in conjunction with Cabinet, to have the option to 
dispose of a car park under their remit if they no longer see a use or purpose 
for it. Any capital receipts would be recorded corporately. 

 
3 Background 

3.1 There are thirty five non-regulated surface car parks in the Rochdale Township, 
all of varying sizes. Please see Appendix One which provides the full list 
including who they are generally used by. 

 
3.2 The general maintenance of the car parks consists of pothole repairs, litter 

sweeps and tree pruning. Responsive action is also required in respect of fly 
tipping, abandoned vehicles, and accident claims. 

 
3.3 The definitive costs to maintain and upkeep the car parks to a ‘fit for purpose’ 

standard is unavailable as all maintenance repairs have been funded from one 
budget code. It is therefore difficult to differentiate between the free car parks 
within each Township and the pay and display car parks. However, a broad 
estimate has been provided in 4.2; Financial Implications.   

 
3.4 The annual rates liability is currently £2,100, which is funded centrally. 
 
3.5 Accident claims over the last five years (including pending claims) total 



 
 

£10,725. These claims have been funded from the Council’s insurance pot, as 
will any future claims. Any required changes to the car park however, would 
need to be funded by the Township. 

 
3.6 There is potential to utilize the car parks for hire/compound use and events, 

should the Township wish to explore this avenue. It is envisioned that income 
from such activity would be retained by Townships and be re-invested as 
necessary. 

 
3.7 The transfer of the car parks to the Rochdale Township is a simple process 

from a property and asset management point of view. The car parks assets are 
currently held by the Highways Service so the records would just need updating 
to show the change to Corporate Services – Townships. Property Services 
would also liaise with Finance Services to update the Asset Register and 
Highways Service would liaise with Legal and Democratic Services to update 
their records in respect of accident claims. 

 
3.8 To enable a continued customer care approach, contact details would need to 

be publicised to inform members of the public who they can speak to, to 
discuss a car park or report a particular problem. Ideally, these contact details 
would also be circulated within the Council. 

 
3.9 Should the Township decide there is a requirement to regulate one or all of the 

car parks; the Highways Service could be commissioned to introduce a Traffic 
Regulation Order. In this instance the car park (s) would transfer back to the 
Highways Service to enable them to be enforced as part of the Council’s 
parking enforcement regime. 

 
3.10 If there was no longer a need or purpose for a particular car park and the 

Township wished to dispose of the land, a title check would need to be carried 
out by Property Services to ensure there are no covenants which could restrict 
the sale. 

 
3.11 The impact on the Highways Service would be minimal. The benefit however 

would be that the limited budget provision provided could be focused on 
updating the pay and display car parks, the management and pricing structure 
of which contribute towards the vitality of the town, and the local economy.     

 
Alternatives considered 

Maintain the current position whereby the responsibility for the car parks 
remains with Highways.  

 
Consultation proposed/undertaken 

The recommendations have been put forward following a presentation to the 
Highways Scrutiny Study Group in respect of car parking in the borough. 
 
The proposal was also agreed by Cabinet at its meeting on 24 November 2014. 
 

 
4 Financial Implications 

4.1 Funds are required to cover the maintenance and upkeep of the car parks. It is 
anticipated that all costs would be funded from the Township’s existing budget 
provision.       

 
4.2 For the financial year 2013/14 Parking Services was allocated a budget of £77k 

to carry out essential repairs on all car parks across the borough, along with 



 
 

maintain and repair the car park furniture such as; pay and display machines 
and signage etc. Of the £77k approximately 10% was spent on the free public 
car parks. This figure however is only a broad estimate as some of the required 
works have been carried out as part of a scheme for which a separate budget 
was allocated.  
The maintenance budget for 2014/15 has been reduced to £49k. 

 
5   Legal Implications 

5.1 There are no (significant) legal issues arising from this report. 
 

6  Personnel Implications 
6.1 There are no personnel issues arising from this report. 

 
7 Corporate Priorities 

7.1  The Council is focused on encouraging residents and community groups to get 
involved to increase pride and confidence in local areas. Devolving the car 
parks will afford the Rochdale Township more flexibility on what the car parks 
may be used for, which can benefit the community.   

 
8. Risk Assessment Implications  

8.1 There are no specific risk issues for members to consider arising from this 
report. 

 
9. Equalities Impacts 

9.1 Workforce Equality Impacts Assessment 
 

There are no (significant) workforce equality issues arising from this report. 
 
9.2 Equality/Community Impact Assessments 

 
People with disabilities have specific needs in relation to parking and may experience 
problems if sufficient parking is not available or their needs are not met. Township 
therefore needs to be aware that should any changes be made to the car parks, for 
example, permanent reduction of spaces or closure of a car park, a Quality Impact 
Assessment would need to be carried out. . 
 

 

Background Papers 

Document Place of Inspection 

Appendix One – List of the non-regulated car parks Rochdale Township 

 
 


